


elements that define the Cotswolds AONB and form the basis of the list of Special Qualities. First on 
the list are dry stone walls. 
 

Drystone walls are difficult to date, most date from the enclosures but some are much older. They are 
historic assets, both in the walls themselves and in the field patterns they delineate. The walls across 
an area of landscape differ slightly bearing the ‘fingerprint’ of the waller that constructed them as 
well as differences in stone. 
 

Drystone walls are an undervalued habitat providing homes for a wide variety of invertebrates as well 
as small mammals and birds. Some walls provide the habitat for rare species of moss, snail and plant. 
They also provide a network across the landscape, connecting other habitats.  
 

The scheme will result in the loss of drystone walls and severs enclosure patterns 
 
3. Recommendation 
 

To contribute towards mitigating the impact on the historic environment, we add the following to the 
recommendations in the Crickley Hill report: 
 

a) Ensure any historic environment assets, such as drystone walls, removed to facilitate 
construction (e.g. for construction access roads, compounds, etc.) are fully and properly 
reinstated. 

 

b) Any historic environment assets not removed to facilitate construction, but within the red line 
boundary or cross the redline boundary, are conserved, enhanced or restored. This could 
include removing scrub from features and restoring drystone walls. 
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